Introduction
The break-up of multinational state of Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY), disintegrated the Yugoslav citizenship regime, and eroded the existing stability and balance in the region. As a result of the disintegration, new countries with new communities were born in the South Eastern borders of the European Union (EU).
With this anticipated situation, the EU commenced an important relationship with the post-communist Central and Eastern European Countries (CEECs) including Western Balkans countries (WBCs). The EU had fully supported marketization, stabilization and democratization of these countries, at the beginning of the 90s. It has emerged as the primary actor in so-called state-building process in the Western Balkans, as Bieber points out. [1] During turbulent years for Western Balkans in the 90s, it is clear that the EU more likely acted as a mediator in civil conflicts while signing European Agreements with these countries that aimed at accelerating trade liberalization and establishing free trade arrangements between the European Community and the CEECs. [ Most WBCs are today between stabilitocracy 1 [11] and hybrid democracies, aspiring to join the EU, while they are watching Hungarian President Viktor Orbán's illiberal tendencies inside EU borders. The European Parliament has voted to trigger EU's most serious disciplinary procedure against Hungary, saying the country's government poses a "systematic threat" to democracy and the rule of law. [12] Marie Le Pen who was the leader of anti-Islam and anti-immigration National Front, won 18% of votes in the French presidential elections in 2012. Similar parties with right-wing extremist orientations and programs exist in Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Belgium and a part of them are represented by its members in the ruling coalitions. [13] Austria came close to becoming the first EU country to elect a far-right head of state, Norbert Hofer, the anti-establishment Five Star Movement and right-wing League have gone into coalition in Italy and governments in Poland and Hungary dismantling democratic institutions. The Brexit vote in the UK constitutes the first popular decision of a member state to leave the EU. [14] The WBCs are scarred by important structural problems inherited from its communist past and the growing support for far-right and anti-EU political movements in EU Member States makes the decision-making process regarding the accession processes of the WBCs unpredictable and volatile. [15] The xenophobic and illiberal governments in the CEECs remind the WBCs their autocratic practices in the past. The main objective of this paper is to assess the credibility of the EU in the WBCs while the EU is offering a credible enlargement perspective for Western Balkans. began almost simultaneously and under similar circumstances. However, while the anti-communist revolutions lead to the relatively peaceful break-up of the Eastern Bloc, SFRY spiraled downwards into bloody nationalist conflicts. So the EU's strategic approaches to CEECs and WBCs were different. It can be argued that types of communism the two regions experienced, and the EU's political elites' roles on both regions, are different. There are different types of integration for different types of post-communist states within the framework of the EU which are supposed to lead to diverse mechanisms of Europeanization. The collapse of the communist regimes in the CEECs was accompanied by a deep social crisis, and systemic change has produced a new one in turn. In fact, beyond this, the entire process resulted in a singular contradiction. The exclusion of the impoverished masses from politics has been the price paid for the survival of democratization while avoiding the danger of populism. On the other hand, during the turbulent years surrounding the collapse of the SFRY at the beginning of 90s and the bloody civil war that followed, the EU acted as a mediator in civil conflicts in accordance with its joint goals of establishing peace and prosperity throughout Europe. Managing these conflicts has long been a strategic priority for the EU and the EU addressed these disputes as European issues. By doing so, the EU pursued a two-track approach by providing proactive mediation, and then by securing resources for mediation and the relaxation of relations between the disputing parties. WBCs that all are located within the continent of Europe are considered as potential EU members and a strategic priority. It can be argued that the EU drew on its enlargement approach in seeking to stabilize the WBCs, since the end of 90s. In this context, all WBCs have signed SAA with the EU over the last years, which legally bind them into a process of political and economic integration. [16] In June 2000 the Feira European Council officially decided that all the SAP countries are potential candidates for EU membership that would meet the Copenhagen Criteria for effective and democratic governance. [17] Since then, the main instruments and practices used by the EU's policy through the WBCs have shifted from post-war stabilization to an agenda of enlargement. Next to membership conditionality, the EU employed a comprehensive toolbox of different instruments, including diplomacy, financial assistance (PHARE, ISPA, SAPARD, CARDS, IPA I, IPA II) 2 , and statebuilding supervision, to promote post-conflict stabilization and democratization. After a decade and a half of integration and stabilization process, the so-called Eastern enlargement of the EU in 2004 followed by the accession of Bulgaria and Romania in 2007 made Europe 27, and this number increased to 28 when Croatia became the first country from Western Balkans to accede to the EU. With this accession, the EU became a direct neighbor of the Western Balkans. On the other hand, despite the fact that the WBCs have all progressed on their paths to the EU membership during so-called Eastern enlargement, all WBCs were still postconflict societies and they have swung between reforms and instability, corruption, 2 A series of EU programmes and financial instruments for candidate countries and potential candidate countries, namely; PHARE, ISPA, SAPARD, the Instrument for Pre-accession of Turkey, CARDS and IPA was provided to CEECs and enlargement countries by the EU to help the candidate and potential candidate countries to make political, economic and legal reforms, preparing them for the rights and obligations that come with EU membership. nationalist tensions and weak governance. While the EU was supporting the development of WBCs stable peace, economic prosperity and consolidated democracy, [18] in April 2007, the WBCs initialed visa facilitation agreements that allows more simplified procedures when applying for visas for entering the EU countries that was introduced at the Thessaloniki Summit in 2003. In this context, visa-free regimes with Schengen Area were approved to Montenegro, Macedonia and Serbia in 2009 and to Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2010. Kosovo is left the only country in the Western Balkans whose citizens still need visas to travel. 3 These visa-free regimes for the citizens of the WBCs is to set the stage for the first contact between the EU and WBCs citizens, as so far Europeanization arrangements of the WBCs have mainly included governmental arrangements rather than arrangements at the local level. This can be called as Grassroots Europeanization or human-to-human integration. The recent result of this grassroots approach is the result of recent referendum in which voters were asked whether they support EU and NATO membership, took place in Macedonia. The results showed that 91.4% voted in favour of changing the country's name for Macedonia's possible entrance into NATO and the EU, and they confirmed that the people of the region strongly support the EU integration of their countries as Keil and Arkan points out. [19] 
Next Stop "2025"
Earlier this year the EU pushed for major changes in state-building and bilateral and regional cooperation within the agenda of enlargement, when it turned from outward to inward interests after a decade of economic and so-called migration crises This perspective holds that the EU needed more time to absorb the addition of 13 new member states among the CEECs over the past decades and should not take in any new members until real and demonstrable consolidation has been achieved inside the EU. We should note that assessing the credibility of the enlargement perspective for the WBCs is beyond the scope of this study, but we need to underline that the strategy fails to address the involvement of five EU member states 4 including Greece 5 that doesn't recognize Kosovo, in accession talks that threatens the credibility of EU's enlargement perspective.
Balkanization of the Europe: From Wall Destroying to Wall Building
While Balkanization is a term used to describe the concept of division or disintegration of coexistent things from micro-level such as family or neighborhood to macrolevel such as state institutions, Europeanization is used in terms of integration or domestic adaptation. Europeanization is expected from Europe. In his chapter "Why the EU needs Croatia (even more than Croatia needs the EU 8 , can be interpreted as the European community undermining its credibility by choosing stability over democracy in WBCs. There is a growing concern in the EU about the democratic backsliding in the WBCs that are increasingly characterized by strong executives, weak parliaments, and political pressure on independent institutions, media, and civil society, while some EU members display comparable patterns of weak institutions, corruption and limited media freedom, such as Bulgaria. 9 On the other side of the coin, while the far-right camps in the EU member states (Greece's neo-Nazi Golden Dawn party, Jobbik in Hungaria, Ataka in Bulgaria, Le Pen's Front National in France or Wilders' Freedom Party in the Netherlands etc.), in the effort to turn the global economic crisis that struck the Eurozone from the south to the opportunity with Goebbels' rhetorics, are getting stronger, some politicians in the WBCs that were mentioned above are using identity politics to mobilize their supporters and divert attention away from economic problems. It's clear that without the EU, identity issues could quickly spill over into radical nationalist movements and ethnic conflict in the WBCs that were torn by sharp ethnic conflicts until recently, as Juncker stated.
Conclusion
The impact of European populism in the WBCs can have potentially dangerous consequences considering that stabilitocracies, which have experiences instability, can be easily manipulated by safeguarding stability over pushing for democratic transition. Populist stability tactics of some CEECs undermines EU's credible perspective for the WBCs including promotion of democracy as its legitimacy and credibility are questioned. It can be said that the WBCs get trapped between the EU's credible approach preferring the deepening of the EU to its widening and Orban's pragmatic approach more interested in getting new friends in the EU in than in their economic and democratic transformation. The WBCs -in transition from the process of State-building to the process of Member-state building -as this point of time seem to be ready for the regional cooperation that is the major achievement of the Berlin Process. On the other hand, growing support for populism and far-right political movements in EU member states, makes the decision-making process regarding accession of the WBCs more unpredictable, considering accession decisions are taken by unanimity in the EU. European political parties should play a more constructive role in democratization efforts other than supporting authoritarianism in the WBCs. 9 While this paper was being prepared, 30-year-old Journalist Viktoria Marinova was found dead in a park in Ruse, a northern border city of Bulgaria. She had recently covered suspected misuse of EU funds by businesses and local politicians. She is the third journalist to be murdered in the European Union in less than a year. (See. https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/bulgaria-journalist-murder-viktoriamarinova-ruse-rape-corruption-investigation-eu-funds-tvn-a8573686.html)
